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Introduction

Homework is anything children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their learning in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children’s learning. For example, a parent who spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is helping with homework. 

Why do we give homework?

Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child’s development. The government made clear in it’s commitment to homework in the1997 white paper, “Excellence in School’s”, where homework was seen as an essential part of good education. Children benefit greatly from the mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and in school. Indeed we see homework as an important way of establishing a partnership between teachers and parents. One of the aims for our school is for children to develop as independent learners. We believe that homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire independent learning skills.

Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also acknowledge the important of play and free time in a child’s growth and development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in a wide range of out of school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children.

What is homework?

Homework is any task set by the school that children do at home without help from their teacher or a teaching assistant. Homework can be reading, writing, observing or carrying out a task or investigation. The type of homework set will vary according to the stage the children are at in the school.

The benefits and aims of homework are:

· It can recap on what the children have learned during school time.

· It can reinforce and extend what children have learned.

· It can help children to prepare for future lessons.

· It can help to develop children’s confidence, self  discipline and their sense of responsibility.

· It can encourage children to have control over their own learning and become more independent.

· It can encourage parents to become more involved in their children’s education.

· It can support parents in developing a greater awareness ot what school expects of their child.

· It can encourage positive home/school links.

The Nature of Homework

· Homework should not be new unfamiliar work involving ideas that the child has not experienced.

· The consequences of uncompleted homework should be understood by all. It is policy to ask for homework tasks not finished in the given time to be properly completed.

· Sometimes additional tasks may be given if work has not been completed within  a reasonable time in school. This catching up work should be the exception rather than the rule and again should be fully understood and explained to the child.

· Homework tasks need to provide the necessary resources or specify where to find them e.g. a library. Homework tasks must not assume access in every home to dictionaries, books or computers.

· Homework records will be kept by the class teacher.

· Concerns in homework completion will be reported to the key stage manager.

When setting homework tasks the teacher needs to recognise the ability, needs and home circumstances of each child.We recognise that some children’s home circumstances do not provide or encourage the opportunity for that child to carry out homework tasks in an appropriate learning environment. Some parents have work commitments and are unable to support their children in completing homework tasks at an appropriate time. 

Objectives for Homework

· Homework should be purposeful and valued

· Homework should reflect the current work and extend across the curriculum

· Homework should encourage the development of a positive attitude towards all issues

· Homework should be levelled to meet the needs of the individual.

· Homework should support, build confidence and develop the needs of the less able pupil.

· Homework should support, build confidence and extend the needs of the more able pupil.

Amount of homework

We increase the amount of homework we give the children as they move year groups. In the foundation stage, children are provided homework on an “ad hoc” basis as is appropriate. Emphasis is placed upon encouraging a parent /school partnership and developing literacy, numeracy and handwriting skills. In Year 1 and Year 2 we expect children to spend 10 – 15 minutes each day on their homework which is about one hour each week. We expect children in Year 3 and Year 4 to spend approximately 15 minutes per night on homework and children in Year 5 and Year 6 to spend approximately 30 minutes per night which includes reading and many other activities. This is in line with the DfEE guidelines that were issued in 1998. In Year 6 homework may concentrate on preparing children for their SAT tests.

The role of the teacher

The role of the teacher is to set appropriate homework regularly and to place value on the tasks set. It is the teacher’s attitude that will indicate how highly homework tasks are valued. Time will be found to check tasks are completed and returned to school. Recognition will be given to those children who return homework in the guise of team points and certificates in celebration assemblies.

The role of Parent / Carers

Parents have a vital role to play in their childrens education and homework and homework is an important part of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as they feel necessary and provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. Parents can support their child by providing a good working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and by discussing the work 

that their child is doing.

If parents have any problems or questions about the homework, they should in the first instance contact the child’s class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature they should contact the Headteacher.

Types of homework

Literacy tasks/activities for example learning spellings and home reading activities 

Numeracy tasks/activities

Topic related work

Structure of Homework

· To be valuable and successful, homework procedures nee to be structured and organised with all parties understanding the process of setting, completing and returning the task.

· Children need to know what to do and how it will be followed up

· Targets need to be achievable ,limited and carefully matched to the ability of the child so that they do not become a disincentive.

At the beginning of each term information sheets are sent home to inform parents what work is to be covered in the core subjects.

Each teacher will indicate the days when homework is to be given and the type of task to be done.

Homework at Leamington Primary School 2006/7
· Your child will receive homework at least once per week. Home school sheets give exact details.

· Please ensure that your child reads every night and returns the book to school each day.

· Literacy Activities may be written work, speaking and listening or research work.

· Please complete the home school reading log.

	Nursery


	
	Collecting items for school

Reading

	Reception


	
	Learning words

Sound work

Activities to support learning in school

Speaking and listening activities

Reading activities

	Year 1


	
	Reading activities

Speaking and listening activities

Words to learn

Numeracy activities

	Year 2


	
	Reading

Words to learn

Literacy and numeracy activities



	Year 3


	
	Reading

Learning spellings

Research activities

Literacy and numeracy activities on alternate weeks
Learning tables

	Year 4
	
	Reading

Numeracy activities

Literacy activities

Research activities
Spelling activities and learning tables

	Year 5


	
	Reading
Numeracy activities

Literacy activities

Research Activities
Spelling activities and learning tables

	Year 6


	
	SATs revision

Literacy activities

Numeracy activities

Research activities

Reading and spelling activities
Science research.



· Please ensure that your child completes the homework task and returns it to school on the right day.
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