
Leamington Primary History Knowledge Organiser Year 4- Crime & Punishment 

Has the punishment always fit the crime? 

 

What I should already 

know 
What I will learn Important words to help me.  (vocabulary) Timeline 

That the Romans ruled 

in Britain before he 

Anglo Saxons invaded. 

That Highwaymen were 

typically men on 

horseback who hold up 

travellers at gunpoint 

to rob 

them.  

In Roman times some of the common crimes were of theft, 

murder, arson and rebellion. The punishments for these 

varied between beatings, amputations execution or exile.  

In Tudor times most crime was theft of money, food or 

belongings however the punishments were severe and 

designed to warn others not to commit similar crimes. 

These punishments included the stoning, branding, 

drowning and the stocks. 

In Tudor times there were still no police. Crime–mainly 

stealing– was widespread, as many poor people could not 

afford to pay for increasingly expensive 

food. New punishments were created to 

be even more terrifying than before e.g. 

beheadings, the ducking stool or burning 

at the stake. 

Highwaymen became a greater threat during the Georgian 

periods. Britain still did not have a police force, so it was 

difficult to catch highwaymen. There were large rewards for 

their capture. Most highwaymen were eventually caught 

and hung.  

As the Victorians had a police force, they were able to 

control crimes better. During the 

Victorian period, prison became 

the main form of punishment for 

lots of different crimes.  

 

capital 

punishment 

Killing of the criminal 

corporal 

punishment 

Physically hurting the criminal  

justice Fair treatment  

trial  The hearing and judgment of something in court. 

jury  A body of people (typically twelve in number) sworn to give a verdict in 

a legal case on the basis of evidence submitted to them in court. 

treason  A crime against the king or government  

vagrants People without a home 

hue and cry A loud cry to chase or catch a criminal during medieval times.  

tithing 10 men from a community who are responsible for each other’s 

behaviour 

amputation Cutting off limbs  

exile Being barred from your own country  

execution When your punishment is to be killed   

branding  Having letters burnt onto your skin using a hot iron   

stocks A wooden dive with foot an arm holes used as punishment 
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Interesting Facts 

Public executions were 

extremely popular and 

people would wait for 

hours to watch them, 

often 

taking their 

children 

with them!  

By the late 18th century, 

punishment for treason 

became very rare, but 

the official punishment 

for treason remained 

death until 1998! 
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