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Leamington Community Primary School English Policy

Mission Statement

We at Leamington Community Primary School will work to provide a happy, secure and
stimulating environment in which every child is valued and encouraged to achieve their full
potential through the development of a love of learning and a desire to expand their knowledge.

Aims

At Leamington, we strive to make all our lessons exciting and engaging. Through quality narrative
texts, we aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking & Listening,
Reading & Writing. We design our curriculum using a range of teaching techniques including
‘Narrative Immersion’ and ‘Talk 4 Writing'. Pupils will be given opportunities to use language to
learn and communicate ideas views and feelings, read and write for a wide range of purposes
within a balanced approach to the teaching of English across the curriculum with opportunities to
consolidate and reinforce taught English skills.

At Leamington Community Primary School, the aims of our English Curriculum are for children to:

e read easily, fluently and with good understanding

e develop the skills of prediction, questioning, deduction, inference, draw on prior reading
and summarise.

e develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information.

e acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.

e write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range
of contexts, purposes and audiences.

e use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to explain clearly their understanding
and ideas.

e ensure they are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal
presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

e be able to explain, reason, justify and process talk

English in the Early Years Foundation Stage

We recognise that the foundations for successful literacy begin in the Early Years through the
development of Communication and Language, early reading and early writing. We provide a
language-rich, print-rich and engaging environment in which children are encouraged to
communicate, listen, enjoy stories and rhymes, develop a love of books and begin to understand
the purpose and meaning of written language.

Communication and Language

Communication and Language is one of the three prime areas of learning and development in the
EYFS. We recognise that strong communication and language skills provide an essential
foundation for children's learning across the curriculum and for their future reading and writing.

Children are given frequent opportunities to:
» listen attentively and respond to what they hear;

o develop their understanding of spoken language;
e learn and use new vocabulary;



o express their ideas, thoughts, feelings and experiences;

e engage in conversations and interactions with adults and other children;

« develop their confidence in speaking in a range of situations;

o listen to and join in with stories, rhymes, songs and poemes;

« develop their ability to follow instructions and respond to questions;

« develop the foundations of attention, listening, turn-taking and reciprocal communication.

We recognise that children develop communication skills at different rates and that some children
require additional support to communicate effectively. Adults model language, extend children's
vocabulary and respond sensitively to children's verbal and non-verbal communication. Visual
supports, objects of reference, repetition, songs, rhymes, gesture and practical experiences are
used where appropriate to support children's understanding and participation.

Reading

Reading is central to our Early Years curriculum. We want every child to develop a love of books,
stories, rhymes and reading and to experience the pleasure that comes from sharing books with
others. Children have daily opportunities to listen to high-quality stories, poems and rhymes and
to develop their understanding of characters, events, vocabulary and story structure. Adults model
a love of reading and demonstrate how books are handled, enjoyed and discussed.

Our provision includes:

o daily story times;

e access to a wide range of high-quality fiction and non-fiction texts;

o repeated reading of familiar and much-loved stories;

e songs, rhymes and poems;

e opportunities to retell and act out stories;

e story props, puppets and small-world resources;

e opportunities to develop vocabulary through meaningful experiences and discussion;

« opportunities for children to independently explore books in continuous provision;

e a print-rich environment where children see reading and writing being used for meaningful
purposes.

We use a narrative-rich approach to literacy, using stories and imaginative experiences to engage
children and develop their vocabulary, comprehension, creativity and enjoyment of reading.

Read, Write Inc Phonics

In Nursery, children develop the foundations for phonics through rich opportunities to develop
oral language, listening, rhyme, rhythm, sound discrimination, phonological awareness and oral
blending and segmenting. Read Write Inc. activities are introduced when children are
developmentally ready.

In Reception, children participate in daily Read Write Inc. Phonics sessions. Teaching is carefully
matched to children's current knowledge and understanding so that children are supported to
develop secure phonics knowledge and apply this when reading and writing.



We recognise that children progress at different rates. Assessment is used to identify children's
starting points, monitor progress and inform teaching so that children receive appropriate support,
repetition and challenge.

Writing and Mark-Making

We recognise that writing develops progressively from children's earliest exploration of marks,
movements and patterns through to increasingly purposeful writing. Children are provided with
frequent opportunities to develop the physical, cognitive, language and creative skills that
underpin writing. Through continuous provision and adult-led experiences, children are
encouraged to:

e make marks using a range of media;

e develop fine and gross motor control;

e draw and represent their ideas;

e give meaning to the marks they make;

« develop an understanding that spoken language can be represented through writing;
« write for a range of meaningful purposes;

o develop correct letter formation;

« apply their developing phonics knowledge to writing;

o write their name and familiar words;

« compose simple sentences as their knowledge and confidence develops.

Writing is not restricted to formal English activities. Children are encouraged to use writing
throughout the provision, for example when making signs, lists, labels, captions, messages, maps,
role-play resources and imaginative stories. Adults model writing frequently and make the purpose
of writing explicit, demonstrating how spoken language can be recorded and communicated
through print.

We know that all children learn best through activities that engage all the senses. We therefore
plan play based activities which involve music, dance, rhymes and songs to support language
development. Children and staff have strong relationships, which allows children to communicate
thoughts, ideas and feelings both verbally and non-verbally. Speaking and listening is an essential
part of Communication and language in EYFS because as children develop speaking and listening
skills they build the foundations for Literacy, for making sense of visual and verbal signs and
ultimately for reading and writing. Children need varied opportunities to interact with others and
to use a wide variety of resources for expressing their understanding, including mark-making,
drawing, modelling, reading and writing. The children have the opportunity to develop these skills
on a daily basis through our well-planned continuous provision and also daily Literacy activities in
Reception. All children in Foundation Stage have dedicated story times on a daily basis to share
books, rhymes and songs.

Approaches to Speaking and Listening
We are committed at Leamington to using the Four Strands of Speaking and Listening: Speaking;

Listening; Group Discussion and Interaction, and Drama. These permeate the whole curriculum.
Interactive teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise reading and writing
standards. Children are encouraged to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later
life. At Leamington we have a mind friendly approach incorporating drama activities and the use
of role play whenever possible. Talk for Writing is incorporated whenever possible alongside
Narrative Immersion.



Approaches to Reading
Shared reading is an integral part of English lessons as well as class readers and story time.

Independent reading, all children are encouraged and given time to read for pleasure. Each
classroom has a designated area for this purpose and classes have access to the school library. The
teachers at Leamington also demonstrate good practice by reading with and in the sight of the
children. We have reading buddies with the help of K.S.2 children who support key stage 1 and
Reception children.

For Children who are accessing Read, Write Inc Phonics sessions they will receive two books from
the scheme each week. These books are banded from Red Ditty to Grey. Our Reading scheme we
used Collins Big Cat and the books are banded from White Band to Pearl Band and children take
these books home to read. Reading records are kept in school.

In Early Years, Nursery send story books, poems and rhymes home for parents to share with their
child, encouraging a love and enjoyment of books. Reception also provide children with stories to
share. When staff feel the children are ready they will introduce phonic books that match the
child’s sounds knowledge and phonetic ability.

At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2), children should learn to speak confidently and listen to what
others have to say. They should begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They
should use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds. The children will be
given two phonic books that match the child’'s sounds knowledge and phonetic ability. Once the
children have completed Read, Write Inc scheme they will be moved to Collins Big Cat white band.

At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6), children should learn to change the way they speak and write to suit
different situations, purposes and audiences. They should read a range of texts and respond to
different layers of meaning in them. They should explore the use of language in literary and non-
literary texts and learn how the structure of language works. The children will be given a book that
match the child’s reading ability from our reading scheme.

Steps to Read
As an approach to improving progress in reading, we have implemented a whole class shared

reading scheme which aims to enrich our immersive curriculum and increase the children’s
exposure to quality fiction and non-fiction texts.

By introducing shared reading lessons to the curriculum, we are not only developing
comprehension skills and improving children’s knowledge and understanding in a range of broad
and balanced subject areas, we are explicitly teaching children skills that will make them expert
readers such as prediction, questioning, deduction, inference, drawing on prior reading and
summarising. We are also helping children to develop oracy skills such as retelling, explaining,
reasoning, justifying, process talk and collaborating with others as well as rich ambitious and
archaic vocabulary. We also believe that through this scheme we are teaching an awareness of
linguistic conventions as well as developing a love of reading.

Approaches to Writing
Read, Write Inc Phonics is taught on a daily basis from Foundation Stage to Year 2 and where

necessary in Year 3 and 4. Read, Write Inc Spellings scheme is used as stand-alone or integral to
English lessons from Year 2 to Year 6. A multi-sensory approach to spellings is encouraged
throughout the school.



Shared Writing is an integral part of English teaching and may also be used in other curriculum
subjects such as History, R.E. and Science. At Leamington we use many writing strategies to inspire
the children to write independently.

Immersive writing
Each half term, the children will build up to at least 2 pieces of independent writing. This will come

at the end of each unit of work based around a genre of text. The work is a culmination of all the
learning that has taken place across the unit. At the start of each unit, the children are immersed in
examples of quality text from a specific genre. They then look closely at the features of that genre
and unpick the structural and language features. They may also look at subject specific vocabulary.
From here, the children will look closely at each feature in more detail and will finally learn to plan,
write an edit a piece of writing independently.

This writing is done in a separate book to the children’s day to day English book called their
‘Tmmersive Write Books'. The children take great pride in these books and they show progression
in writing across the year. In Key Stage 1, these books follow the children up the school which
shows progression in writing from Year 1 to Year 2. In Key Stage 2, these books follow the children
up the school which shows progression in writing from Year 3 to Year 6.

Children also use elements of Pie Corbett's Talk 4 Writing model to unpick texts and build
vocabulary to support their writing. Children orally re-tell stories and compose their own versions
before publishing in a range of ways.

Handwriting

At our school, we are committed to helping every child develop strong literacy skills, and
handwriting plays an important role in this journey. This year, we have continued to use Letter-
join, an engaging online handwriting programme that supports children in learning correct letter
formation and developing a neat, fluent writing style.

Cross-curricular English opportunities
Teachers at Leamington always seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular

links. They will plan for pupils to practice and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding
acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum.

Assessment

Teachers assess writing daily, where possible with children to give immediate verbal feedback. At
the end of Key Stage 2, children’s writing is assessed using pieces writing taken from foundation
subjects. This is then moderated internally and externally.

Parental involvement

Parents can support with English by ensuring that they read with their child on a regular basis.
Asking questions about the text. Taking their children to the local library. Help with spellings and
homework. Develop speaking and Listening skills by discussing topics covered in school with the
help of talk homework. The home school sheet issued each half term gives parents ideas on ways
to support their child through their current English topics.

Supporting children’s mental health



At Leamington children’s mental health and wellbeing is priority to give the children the support to
thrive. During our PSHE sessions many of the mental health themes are introduced to the children
through stories. Within the sessions, these themes are developed and understood by the children
using their speaking and listening skills, as a class they take part in circle time and whole class
discussions.

Supporting SEND within English
The English Curriculum is delivered using the Primary National Strategy framework. The Early

Learning Goals are followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage
through to the National Curriculum. Through our English curriculum, we adopt a range of teaching
approaches to support the individual needs of all pupils. The children receive differentiated tasks
to suit their needs as well as adult support from the class teacher or LSO.

Equal Opportunities
As mentioned in the Disability Equality Scheme, all reasonable adjustments will be made to the

literacy curriculum to allow all stakeholders to have access to the full curriculum regardless of any
disability. Any child with a disability will be targeted, tracked and planned for to ensure they have
full access to the curriculum and that good progress is made.



	Reading
	Writing and Mark-Making

